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Extended Essay: Exemplar Commentary 

Subject Environmental 
systems and 
societies 

If applicable, theme 
for WSEE 

 

If applicable, 
category for 
language essays 

 If applicable, 
subjects used for 
WSEE 

 

Title of essay The implications on the environment of mass producing meat 

Essay number B Examination session May 2016 

Assessment of extended essay 

Criteria Mark awarded Commentary 

A: Focus and 
method 

[6] 

2 Explains clearly the research topic and its 
purpose. 

The topic and research question are 
clearly identified but it is too broad in 
scope to be treated effectively. 

There is limited discussion of the research 
question and the sources cited in the 
essay are very limited. 

B: Knowledge and 
understanding 

[6] 

2 The sources used are relevant to the topic 
but insufficient. 

The knowledge of the topic is mainly 
descriptive and opinionated. There is a 
very limited usage of terminology and 
concepts and the candidate shows 
restricted understanding. 



C: Critical thinking 

[12] 

3 There is some research applied to the 
research question but is very limited. The 
analysis is very superficial and affirmations 
are made without substantiation. An 
argument is cited but is narrative in 
nature. 

The final conclusion is consistent with the 
argument but not inadequate evidences 
are presented. 

D: Presentation 

[4] 

2 Layout and quality of graphic material 
could be improved. 

It is very short and lacks graphic 
information but the structure of the essay 
is acceptable. There are some errors in 
the layout but do not affect the 
understanding of the essay. 

E: Engagement 

[6] 

(not included) 

 The assessment of an accompanying 
RPPF will affect the overall mark awarded 
and the grade achieved. 

Total marks 
awarded 

9/28 Very simplistic and short essay. It is been 
presented as an extended review on the 
subject of meat production and the 
environment. Lacks on scientific approach 
and depth of discussion. The style is very 
journalistic without analysis or discussion 
of data. 

Please note: as a result of modifying 
existing extended essays for illustrative 
purposes, not all exemplars have an 
accompanying RPPF for assessment under 



criterion E (this is a mandatory element for 
all essays as of 2018). As a result this 
essay has been marked out of 28 rather 
than 34. 

	


